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The theme of this conference was ‘Comparative Research on Minority Languages and 
Development of Theories’. The three previous conferences focused mainly on problems of 
definition, on language in society and on the linguistics of minority languages. In this 
4.ICML the editors have tried to go forward by concentrating, on the one hand, on 
comparative research regarding minority languages and on the other hand on the 
development of theories in this field. They have welcomed a confrontation of different 
emerging theoretical perspectives. 


VOLUME I: GENERAL PAPERS (Multilingual Matters Series No. 70) 
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Research into language issues and communication problems in 
the Asian Pacific region is investigated across a range of disci- 
plines and appears in a wide diversity of published outlets. In 
addition, any linguistic and communication problems faced by 
Southeast Asian immigrants elsewhere in the world are also 
located in disparate contexts. This journal is the first real attempt 
to provide a forum for such widespread concerns to be published 
in the English language. 


Initially each volume of the journal will consist of a single issue of 
approximately 250 pages. It is, however, expected that this will 
become a quarterly publication in the fourth or fifth year of publi- 
cation. The first volume will appear in February 1990. The second 
and third volumes will be special issues on the Economics of 
Language in the Asian Pacific edited by Florian Coulmas, Chuo 
University, Tokyo, and Language and Identity edited by Braj B. 
Kachru, University of Illinois. Potential contributors are invited to 
submit their papers direct to the editor concerned. 
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